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EAA Chapter 563  

January 8, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 Chapter President Al Phipps called the 
meeting to order at 7:05 pm 
 Due to the fact that the Chapter 
Christmas party was held in December there was 
no regular Chapter meeting. Therefore there 
were no meeting minutes to be read and 
approved. 
 There was no old business.  Under new 
business a Motion to send $506 for Insurance for 
the hanger went unapproved when it was 
deferred to the board of directors for further 
review. 
 There was no other business brought up 
for discussion. Since everyone seemed anxious 
to listen to our speaker for the evening. The 
meeting was adjourned. 
 Vice President Bob Young introduced 
our speaker Ed Foster. 
 Ed earned his pilots license in 1974 after 
receiving his training at Mt Hawley. He started 
out hauling night cargo to build up flight hours. 
In 1990 Ed left his captains position at Com Air 
for which he had flown for 12 years to get his 
college degree from Embry Riddle. 
In 1993 Ed started working in Alaska for the 
 Interior Department as a pilot for fire 
jumpers. There are 70 fire jumpers in Alaska and 

The First Breakfast will be held on the First Saturday,   February 7th, in the EAA 
Hangar from 8:00 to 10:00. 

 

The Regular Meeting will be held on the Second Thursday, February 12th,  in the 
EAA Hangar at 7:00 pm. 

 

The Directors Meeting will be held on the Third Thursday, February 19th, in the EAA 
Hangar starting at 7:00 pm. All members are welcome to attend.   

 

The Second Breakfast will be held on the Third Saturday,  February 21st, in the EAA 
Hangar from 8:00 to 10:00 

        

Interior Department as a pilot for fire jumpers. 
There are 70 fire jumpers in Alaska and 400 in 
the lower U.S. proper Even though his main of-
fice is in Alaska he also has been sent to fires in 
several western states. Besides flying over the 
fire and dropping the fire jumpers his other re-
sponsibility is to lead the fire retardant tankers to 
the drop zone. All tankers have a lead plane tak-
ing them to the drop zone and telling them when 
and how to drop their load. 
  Ed is 1 of 35 pilots the Government has 
at their disposal to use as they need arises. Since 
the government doesn’t need these pilots in the 
non fire season Ed works approximately 9 
months in Alaska and has 3 months off living 
back here in Peoria. For the past five years he 
has also been assigned to Interior Resources. He 
is used to fly all type of missions including one 
recently when the government wanted pictures of 
Sara Palin’s house for security reasons. These 
missions are quite interesting but also can be 
quite dangerous as the terrain in Alaska may be 
fantastic looking from the air but very desolate 
and unforgiving if your plane decided to quit fly-
ing. Ed shared many picture with us he had taken 
while flying in Alaska as well as  when fighting 
forest fires.. 
  Respectively Submitted 
 Your Secretary Donald Wolcott 
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Directors Meeting 
January 15, 2009 

 
The January Directors meeting was held at the 
Chapter Hangar on the 15th as scheduled. 
Three members were not present so a regular 
agenda was not used and the meeting was spent 
discussing potential speakers and presenters for 
future meetings.  Chris Tate ended up with a good 
list of likely candidates for this year. 
 
Respectfully submitted by M. Caudill 

 

 

 

Tax Deductible 
 

Chapter 563 expenses are not entirely covered by 
dues.  In order to keep annual dues at a reasonable 
level, we rely on other sources of income to break 
even.  Breakfasts and donations play a big part in 
keeping us in the black.  We are happy to ac-
knowledge donations of any amount on our 
“Honor Roll”, which you can see posted on our 
hangar bulletin board.  Can we add your name to 
the list? 
 
 

Speaking of Dues 
 

   Checking the Chapter Roster I find that only 
42% of us have paid their 2009 dues. 
 For the next four weeks our treasurer, 
Gerry Pilon, will be out of town visiting his rela-
tives in N. Carolina.  It would help things if you 
would send your check to me, your editor and I 
will update the roster and deposit your money in 
the Chapter account.  My address is on the last 
page of this newsletter. 
 
 

CARGAS 
 I’ve been told that the Phillips 66 Station 
on Prospect Av. is not longer a Phillips station but, 
they have resumed selling 100% gasoline at one 
pump.  They are the only one in the near North 
side of town.  The other one I have been using is 
in Dunlap. 

 
 
ALCOHOL TESTING WITH RAIN GAUGE  

 
 

(This article was taken from an old EAA news 
letter  

 
 
From Herberg C. Liebmann, EAA 174811, Rt. 
2, Box 210, Luxemburg, WI 54217.  

 
 I have before me your Field Information 

Bulletin No. 8501 Rev. 9/16/85.  
 I would like to offer a variation of the 

graduated cylinder method of testing for alco-
hol using a simple rain gauge.  

  
Procure a tapered cylindrical rain gauge, 

from a garden supply of other store, which is 
calibrated in millimeters as well as inches, 
and proceed as follows:  

 
1) Place water in the gauge to a depth of 10 
millimeters.  

Note: Use care with this step as alcohol per-
centage is read from any increase in this vol-
ume at the end of the test.  

 
2) Add 100 millimeters of the fuel to be 

tested, bringing the level to the 110 MM mark 
on the rain gauge.  

 
3) Place piece of plastic bag or sheet over 

open top of gauge and shake vigorously.  
 
4.) Allow mixture to settle for several min-
utes. 
 
5) Read any increase of the water volume as 
percentage of alcohol extracted from the gas 
sample.  

 
This test procedure eliminates any need to do 

a calculation of any kind as we use exactly 100 
millimeters of rain gauge depth as our sample 
and any alcohol transferred to the water can be 
observed directly on the rain gauge scale and 
read directly as percentage to the nearest 1.2 
percent.  

Sincerely, Herbert C. Liebmann  
 
 
 
 
Fill with water to 10 MM level  

 
Add gas to 110 MM level Shake vigorously 

and let settle  
 

Read increase of level In millimeters as % 
of alcohol in gas sample.  
 
Precision - ± 1/2% (1/2 graduation)  
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How to ruin a good day 
 

 (You should be aware of the helicopter activity 
at Mt. Hawley.  There is a flight school operating a 
small, two passenger, a privately owned one, four pas-
senger, and the OSF chopper practices approaches and 
hover taxi frequently.  This article was printed in the 
EAA Technical Counselor News, June/July, 1986.) 

 

 

 

 

 

RE: Collision between a Cessna 152 and Sikorsky S-
76A.  

 The student pilot in the left seat of the airplane 
was killed and the instructor pilot seriously injured 
when the plane struck the helicopter during a takeoff 
attempt. The two pilots in the helicopter suffered minor 
injuries.  

The S-76 had returned from a flight to Point Pleasant, 
New Jersey and made an approach to an area between 
runway 3 and its parallel taxiway. It was transitioning 
from the approach into a hover, at a position about 100 
feet to the right of the runway centerline. The two cor-
porate pilots intended to land and ground-taxi back to 
base.  

 
 
 
 

 
Meanwhile, the Cessna had been in the pattern prac-

ticing touch-and-goes at the airport, which is an uncon-
trolled field. Witnesses listening to the radio said both 
aircraft made appropriate calls, although the helicopter 
pilots were unaware of the Cessna until the collision 
impact.  

The airplane instructor later told investigators that as 
the student flew the base leg, he could see the helicopter 
making its approach. The instructor said he kept the 
helicopter in sight and he felt that adequate clearance 
from it was being maintained during the student's land-
ing. According to witnesses, the plane touched down 
just prior to the runway intersection, or about 1,600 feet 
along the 3,770 foot runway. Believing separation from 
the helicopter was adequate, the instructor allowed the 
takeoff portion of the touch-and-go to proceed. The 
plane rolled a short distance and lifted off.  
  The CFI later told investigators he now noticed that 

the student was having trouble keeping the aircraft from 
drifting to the right, and a right bank was increasing. 
The instructor took the controls, but now found full left 
deflection was ineffective, and the Cessna continued in 
an uncontrolled bank to the right until contacting the 
Sikorsky's main rotor blade.  

NTSB's investigator noted that the wind was out of 
045 degrees at the time of the accident, which would 
have made the helicopter's wake tend to drift toward the 
runway.  

One ground witness described the accident, and said it 
appeared "as though the aircraft was sucked into the 
helicopter," the investigator said. In addition, rescue 
personnel arriv ing within moments of the collision said 
the survivor (the instructor) told them, "We got caught 
in the prop-wash - help the other guy."  

The investigator cited an article on helicopter hover-
taxiing procedures in the July-August 1984 issue of the 
Helicopter Safety Bulletin, published by the Flight 
Safety Foundation in Arlington, Virginia. The article 
suggests the "3D rule" for separating fixed-wing aircraft 
from hovering rotorcraft, showing evidence that gale -
force rotorwash extends outward to a distance of about 
three rotor diameters. The main rotor blade diameter of 
the S-76 is 44 feet, the investigator noted.  

NOTE: This exact same downwash affected a Breezy 
at Oshkosh several years back. The helicopter was a 
heavy military machine, and had taken off from the area 
immediately to the east and north of the tower. There 
was a Breezy in the fly-by pattern that came around at 
about 200', apparently in preparation for landing, hit the 
rotor downwash. Pilot control inputs were clearly visi-
ble, the left wing dropped and he put in full right aileron 
and full right rudder. The aircraft still spiraled down to 
a rather sudden landing after doing a 360 degree turn. 
The passenger had a minor injury to his hand and the 
aircraft was not substantially damaged. However, it is of 
interest to note that quite a few minutes had elapsed 
since the takeoff of the helicopter and it had, in fact, 
cleared the runway in the south end of the field approxi-
mately a mile from where the Breezy flew into the ro-
torwash, and the helicopter was traveling slowly.  

Editor  

 

 

It appeared as though “ the airplane was 

sucked into the helicopter.” 
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President: Al Phipps, 6305  Suffolk Dr., Peoria, IL, 61615, Ph. 693-2943 eli2arl@aol.com 
Vice President: Robert Young, 4569 Thornhill Dr., Peoria, IL 61615, Ph. 453-5602 rwyoung77@hotmail.com 
Treasurer: Jerry Pilon, 110 WindRidge Dr., Washington, IL  61571, Ph. 745-1139 plongt@hotmail.com 
Secretary: Don Wolcot, 7204 Dogwood Ln., Brimfield, IL. 61517, Ph. 446-9568  donwolcott@sbcglobal.net 
Nsletter/Web Editor: Morrie Caudill, 5320 N.Sherbrook Ln., Peoria, IL. 61614, Ph. 691-3613 flyvfr@comcast.net 
Technical Advisor: Al Lurie, 605 E. Armstrong Avenue, Peoria, IL. 61603, Ph. 682-1674 
Technical Advisor: Sam Sisk, 7214 W. Legion Hall Rd., Dunlap, IL. 61525, Ph. 243-5729 sesisk@mtco.com 
Young Eagles: Marty Martin, 4509 Constantine Av, Peoria Heights, IL. 61616, Ph.453-1259 vwmartin@nelson-tel.net 
Flight Advisor: Jim Hannemann, 1404 Miller St., Washington, IL. 61571, Ph. 444-4062  jrhannemann@aol.comm 
Flight Advisor: Sam Sisk, 7214 W. Legion Hall Rd., Dunlap, IL. 61525, Ph. 243-5729 sesisk@mtco.com 
Flight Advisor: Ron Wright, 616 Kerfoot St., East Peoria, IL  61611,  Ph. 694-1527  sonerairon1@netzero.net 

2008 Chapter 563 Officers 

February 2009 
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22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Unless otherwise notified, the Regular Chapter563 meetings will be held at the 
Chapter Hangar at 7:00pm on the second Thursday of each month. 
 
All Chapter 563 breakfasts will be held at the Chapter Hangar from 8:00 am to 10:00 
am on the first and third Saturday mornings. 
 
Unless otherwise notified, the Chapter 563 Directors meetings will be held at the 
Chapter Hangar on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00pm. 


